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Books and Libraries during the Mongol Era in Iran; Seydna Library
or Alamut is a Borrower of Iranian Civilization

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the role of the Ismaili movement in Iran in the
preservation and maintenance of books and libraries during the devastating Mongol attack with
the establishment of Saydna Library in Alamut.

Thinking about the past and the history and civilization of this land shows that men have always
appeared in difficult days and conditions and hardships, who have become the saviors of the
culture and civilization of this ancient land and its salvation and transfer to the future with
actions based on rationality and benevolent intentions. Reviewing and examining these events
causes a glimmer of hope for the future and stimulation and effort and creates vitality in the
present. Therefore, having strong and sufficient support and experience is necessary to move
forward and create transformation and innovation.

Method: In this research, a descriptive method with an inductive approach has been used. This
article has been compiled based on the research of historical sources and texts contemporary
with this movement and historians and reporters of that period. The sources used in this research
have been collected using documentary and library methods.

Findings: In most of the sources related to the Sabah movement, the main attention of
researchers is on the political aspect of this movement; This is while this dynasty had a cultural
and scientific influence in addition to the political dimension because the leaders of this
movement were very interested in science and knowledge and were scholars themselves, and in
addition to supporting scholars and scientists, they had close relations with them. In the shadow
of these supports, the Iranian language and written sources were saved from the abyss of
destruction. The pinnacle of the efforts of the Ismailis in preserving Iranian culture and
civilization was the promotion of the Persian language in writing books and treatises and the
establishment of the Sayedna Library in Alamut, which was supported by the efforts of Ismaili
leaders and preachers who were present throughout Iran and Irag, Egypt and the Levant and up
to the border of China. All of them were people of study and research. The distinctive feature of
this library compared to the libraries before and after it is that at the same time as the invasion
of the Mongols, the rich collection of the Alamut library is the only preserved library that is the
legacy of the libraries of Nizamiyyeh schools, Dar al-Katbar, and Bait al-Hikmeh in Baghdad,
etc. The Mongols were transferred and Ben Mayeh was the source of two great libraries of the
later period, namely; He formed Raba Rashidi Library and Maragheh Library. Also, this library
was the training place for missionaries and leaders, Ismaili preachers, and it is the foundation of
the educational use of the library in Iran, and according to the type of resources collected, it is
the first and oldest religious library.

Keywords: Saydna Library, Alamut Library, the first religious library of Iran, Alamut



